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116TH ANNUAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
INSTALLATION DINNER 

On July 13, 2009 Anthony Glassman of      
California Amforge along with the Executive 
Officers and Full Board was duly installed by 
our Honorable Mayor Joe Rocha.  Tony de-
cided since this was his Second Term of Office 
as Chairman he wanted to Rock and Roll into 
the new year with fun and excitement. 

The dinner was held at Il Forno Café and a        
wonderful Italian buffet was served to all the 
guests.  A special guest celebrity, Elvis sang 
his hits during the Cocktail Reception, it was 

really Jeff Wisner.  We 
had no idea Tony knew 
Elvis. Our Councilman 
Angel Carrillo          
presented the Flag    
Salute while Ginny 
Dadaian, Board     
Member presented our      
Invocation. 

During the Program our 
2008-2009 President’s 
Club members were    

honored and thanked for their sponsorship and 
contribution to the   Chamber.  The program 
also included acknowledgements to Committee 
Chairs and the Ambassadors as well. The   
Ambassadors serve as hosts and hostess for all 
events. They donate their time before, during 
and after to the success of each of our events.  
This year the honor of Ambassador of the Year 
was presented to Yelena Mardoyan of Direct 
Processing.  She has been and outstanding  
Ambassador and has been selected to also 
serve as our Taste of the Town  Co Chair-
woman along with Rona Lunde. 

The event could not have been so successful 
without our Sponsors. The Big Bopper Sponsor 

was Athens Services Com-
pany, Twist and Shout was 
Anglemyer Crane, Century 
21-Your Realty Advisors 
and Silverado Senior      
Living.  We held our      
Annual Pop the Balloon 
where the following      
companies and individuals 
donated gifts or services.  

We would like to thank Jayne 
Foote of Veolia Environmental, 
Ruben Cesena of RCS Heating & 
Air Conditioning, Yelena       
Mardoyan of Direct Processing, 
Anita Hernandez of Miller-Coors, 
Speed School and Physicians For-
mula. Every year the Chief      
Executive Officer honors one or 
two special chamber members 
who exemplify outstanding service to the Chamber.  It an honor to     
recognize, Paul Reid of Azusa Light and Water and Don & Lana Hiti, 
owners of Canyon City  Barbeque for their  dedication to the chamber 

during the 2008-2009 year. 

Lastly, our Mayor Joseph Rocha shared 
with the guests his positive comments to 
the Azusa Chamber and appreciates 
working with a strong organization 
whose goal is to continue to make a  
difference in the City of Azusa.  He 
duly installed the board members to the 
2009-2010 Chamber year (names and       

pictures on page 7).  

The evening concluded with the 
$5,000.00 Raffle and we’re proud 
to present the winning check to 
Bonnie  Taguchi. Second prize 
was won by Athens Services who 
donated the $1,000.00 back to support 
the Chamber of Commerce. As Chief  
Executive Officer, it is an honor and a 
pleasure to be affiliated with a strong 
organization who believes, if we    
continue to focus on supporting the 
Azusa businesses, we will continue to 
grow and keep the economy viable. 
 

Irene C. Villapania 
Chief Executive Officer 

"Who Am I?” 
 

Listed below are 3 things that 
you probably wouldn’t know 

about our featured Board 
Member of the month. 

 
 Former teacher 

 Fifth generation Californian 

 Married to a famous person 



Thursday, July 30, 2009 
7:45am-9:30am 

Come meet our new Chamber Members and 
hear what the Chamber can do for you. 

Join the fun and networking opportunity 
and watch your business grow. 

635 N. Azusa Ave., 
Azusa 

At our new  breakfast location 

As October approaches, The Azusa Canyon 

City Lion’s Club is starting to solicit funds to 

protect the children of Azusa with bicycle   

helmets.  

Last year, with the help of generous sponsors 

like yourself and your company, the Lion’s 

Club was able to purchase and distribute at the 

Golden Days Parade, over 300 bicycle        

helmets. Please let the Lion’s Club know if 

your company will be able to help again this 

year. Thanks again, if we save one life …….. 

 

Mercedes Castro 

 

Please make checks payable to Azusa Can-
yon City Lions c/o 680 E. Alosta, Ste 102 in 
Azusa, CA 91702  



 

For advertising              

opportunities contact the 

Azusa Chamber at                 

(626)334-1507 

I am..I am..  
Steven Alex Castro, owner of Eagle Photography,  affectionately known 

as “ your community photographer,” who despite his youthful energy and appearance, 

has been a part of many families special occasions for over 30 years. Trained as a   

photojournalist in the United States Air Force he has had the pleasure of                 

photographing many politicians and celebrities including Jerry Ford, Jimmy Carter, 

and Robert Kennedy Jr and his personal favorite, Tiger Woods. His artistic abilities  

and trained eye find beauty in many scenes others just pass by.     

Community involvement is very important to Steve, he is a current 

member of the Azusa Chamber of Commerce and sits on the Board of 

Directors. He is the past president of the Azusa Canyon City Lions 

Club, a position he has held for the past three years. Steve is a great 

photographer for the Chamber and we appreciate his time and  For 

more information on Eagle Photography please visit their website at                

www.eagle-photography.com or call him at 626-367-6123. 

Kalpana Mehta 

Director 

412 N. San Gabriel Ave 

Azusa, CA 91702 
 

(626)334-4646 

www.gemkids.com 

I would like to introduce you to our newest Board of Directors member, Mr. Ruben Cesena, owner and operator of 

Ruben’s Custom Services Heating & Air Conditioning. 

It was my pleasure meeting Ruben at last year’s Azusa Golden Days Parade, to my Family’s and my delight, he Chauf-

feured us that day in the parade, in his beautiful Classic Black Cherry 1951 Power Glide Deluxe Chevy convertible. Talk 

about riding in style, this is the same guy who Chauffeured the Cast of Kevin 

Ubanks in one of the past Hollywood Parades. 

Chairman Tony’s Featured Business of  the monthChairman Tony’s Featured Business of  the month  

Now to give you a little incite on what makes Ruben tick, he proudly states that he 

has been a life time resident of the San Gabriel Valley. He grew up and attended 

school in Duarte. After High School, Ruben joined the Navy where he was      

stationed in South Carolina and then transferred to Spain. His job consisted of 

working on a submarine and missile Supply ship. After the Navy, Ruben started 

working in the Air Conditioning trade. He started out by roughing in new         

systems, installing vents and then the AC systems, themselves.  He also has 

worked as a mason, building block walls and spent some time as a carpet cleaner. 

When it comes to his profession, Ruben has been in the AC trade 

for 36 years. He is very experienced and has a worldwide EPA 

certification for his field. One of Ruben’s biggest highlights in 

the trade, includes working in Laguna, California, where he    

serviced many restaurants and hotels. At this time, Ruben has 

over 240 customers. In 1994 Ruben opened up his own  business 

and is now known as Ruben’s Custom Services – RCS  Heating 

& Air Conditioning. He can handle everything from electrical to 

plumbing. Ruben states he is very creative and can make some-

thing out of nothing. His specialty is custom house designs. He 

knows his stuff! His most recent largest client is BNI where he 

services 13 units.  Another client is the Pasadena Recovery Home 

which is owned by celebrity Doctor Drew Pinsky. 

Ruben really enjoys being a part 

of the Chamber and getting to 

know businesses that he can be of 

service to. He first became      

familiar with Chambers through 

Duarte, by serving as their      

Ambassador, and later as Director 

& served on their Executive 

Board. He plays an active role in 

the Azusa Chamber and attends events where he passes out his market-

ing   materials. Some past events included being Santa at last year’s 

Food & Toy Drive which benefited all Food Drives in the City of Azusa. 

Without Ruben as our Santa this would have not been a successful event. 

He is thrilled to be one of the newest  members to the Azusa Chamber 

Board of Directors. We look   forward to his involvement in the     

Chamber. 

 
 

Anthony F. Glassman 

Chairman of the Board - Second Term 

Azusa Chamber of Commerce 

City of Azusa Independence Day       City of Azusa Independence Day       

Unveiling of the newly         Unveiling of the newly         

renovated Memorialrenovated Memorial 

http://www.eagle-photography.com/


Rotary Blood Drive Challenge  

The Rotary Clubs of the San Gabriel Valley are invited to participate in this life saving challenge.  

Azusa Rotary Club, invites you to join in the Rotary Blood Drive Challenge as they fight to keep the Rotary 

Blood Drive Challenge trophy!  

Rotary Blood Drive Challenges are held two times a year preferably in winter and summer. The Rotary club 

with the highest number of points per club will be declared the winner.  

Whole Blood Donation = 1 point  

Platelet Donation = 2 points  

Double Platelet = 3 points  

Triple Platelet = 4 points.  

The winning club will have their name and month/year engraved on the trophy and will be the challenging 

club defending their trophy and making the challenge! Participation is not limited to Rotary members and is 

open to friends and family as well.  

More participants = more points = more donors = more lives saved!  

There will be food, fellowship, fun and people in service to others.  

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED!  

To schedule an appointment or for more information on the requirements for blood and 

platelet donation please call Jill Schwarz at 626-471-7236 or email Jill at jschwarz@coh.org  

 

When: Monday, August 3 through Saturday August 8th  

Where: City of Hope Blood Donor Center  


